La Porte Sermon Prophets of the Old Testament. (Daniel) # 5

Pastor Bob Vale (November 2019)
Sermon Quote: Your life is the only Bible that some people are gonna see.  Even if you’re not aware, you’re always planting seeds.  The people of the world have got their eyes on you.  To see if what you say is what you do. 
Biblical Focus: Daniel 6:3 “Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.”
Liturgy: (God is Faithful)
Leader: Never give up on God, because God never gives up on us. 
Congregation: The Lord is my hope and strength, of whom shall I be afraid. 
Leader: God is faithful when He says, “Never will I leave you and never will I forsake you.”   

Congregation: I can trust God with my tomorrow’s, because God has been faithful with my yesterday’s. 

Leader: Thank you Lord; for Faithful you have been and Faithful you will always be. 
Congregation: “Great is Thy faithfulness!” Morning by morning new mercies I see; All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!
Scripture Lesson:  Daniel 6:1-28
Rose Marie Dure and Mary Kay Steele will be choosing the music for the worship services. 

General Survey of the Old Testament Book of Daniel.

The Old Testament book of Daniel is the fifth book of the Major Prophets and the twenty-seventh book of the Old Testament.
Daniel consists of only 12 chapters, including a mixture of historical events and future prophecies. The capitol city of Jerusalem was entirely destroyed by the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC/B.C. In search for gold, the city, as well as the Temple, were completely leveled and the articles of the Temple and its treasures were carried off to the country of Babylon. (Modern Day Iraq.) The inhabitants that were not killed were also taken to Babylon.
Chapter 1 focuses on Daniel's background. He was a young teenager of 16 when Jerusalem was destroyed, taken captive to Nebuchadnezzar’s court in Babylon, (Modern Day Iraq) and educated with three friends to serve in king s court. (Daniel, Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego.)

These four men sought to not defile themselves with the king's unclean foods and were blessed as a result, being selected for high positions in the kingdom.

Author: Daniel is regarded as the author of the book, as noted in Daniel 8:15. The book of Daniel written around 536 B.C. 
Important facts about Daniel: 

1. Daniel’s life and ministry span the entire 70 year period that Israel was in captivity by Babylon.
2. Daniel was only 16 years old when he was deported away from Jerusalem to Babylon, under king Nebuchadnezzar, which is 700 miles away.  Once in the new kingdom, Daniel is to serve in the king’s court; yet Daniel continues to obey his Jewish roots and religion. (Sticking to Jewish dietary rules.)
3. Out of 2,930 characters in the Bible, Daniel, along with Joseph are the only two, where only positive things are spoken of him.   

4. Daniel was given a Babylonian name: Beltesazzar: meaning, Bel Protect his life.   The name Daniel in the Jewish tradition means: God is my judge.
5. Interestingly enough: Daniel is revered in the four major faith groups of the world today.   He is seen as a prophet in Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the Bahai faith groups. 

6. Daniel was well known for interpreting dreams / visions. (There are 5 visions / dreams in the book of Daniel.)

7. Daniel’s life is characterized by five traits: (Faith, Prayer, Courage, Consistency, and Lack of Compromise.) 

8. The most famous story of Daniel’s life would have been Daniel being thrown in the Lion’s Den by King Darius, because of his Jewish faith and unwillingness to compromise. (Daniel was 82 years old, when he was thrown into the lion’s den.)
Therefore, I would like to preach a sermon today about the Biblical story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den.  

Let’s get our timing straight: 

621 B.C. Daniel was born in Jerusalem. 

605 B.C. Daniel was taken into captivity into Babylon at age 16: Modern Day Iraq and Iran.   

539 B.C. (October) Persia overthrows and conquers Babylon.

539 B.C. Daniel is thrown into the Lions Den by King Darius. (Daniel is around 82 years old at this point in his life.)
The Beginning of Daniel’s Career: Daniel 1

Before we can jump into the story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den, we need to talk a little bit about the beginning of Daniels life and why he was such a wise and good leader. 

Daniel was set aside as a teenager to be trained along with the royals to become a leader.   Daniel 1:3-8 “Then king Nebuchadnezzar ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.[b] 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.

6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.

Kids: Don’t forget this story when your mothers ask you to eat your vegetables!

Daniel and his three friends were head and shoulders above the rest: 

Daniel 1:17-21  To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.  18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.

21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.
Jump Forward 66 years

Daniel in the Den of Lions (Daniel chapter 6)
Daniel 6:1  It pleased King Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. 
Two Different Kings
Notice we are talking about King Darius the Persian, rather than King Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian king.   Near the end of the 70 year captivity of the Jews in Babylonia, the Babylonians were defeated by the Persians from the east.   Therefore, King Darius the Persian is now the new king of the land.
If we remember from chapter one of the book of Daniel, at an early age, Daniel was trained to be a leader under King Nebuchadnezzar. (Along with his three buddies: Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego.)

Daniel was a good and wise leader, trained early on in his life by the Babylonians. Daniel is now 82 years old and is seen as both a wise and good leader from his days under the leadership of King Nebuchadnezzar. 
King Darius the Persian king uses Daniel’s leadership skills in his new administration.  The new Persian Empire at this time is huge, stretching towards all of Turkey to the northwest, into Egypt to the southwest, towards Iran to the northeast and into Asia to the southeast including current day Afghanistan and Pakistan.  It was HUGE, and needed 120 different “States” to govern all of the cities and peoples of such a large area.   120 governors were needed to lead the states across the land. 
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Daniel 6:2  The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.
At this time, Daniel was over 80 years old and had a lot of experience as a leader in the Babylonian country.  He was recognized as a senior statesman within the kingdom and had risen to the top with “Exceptional Qualities.” 

Jealously Rears its Ugly Head: 

Daniel 6:4  4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. 
It appears there are those who are Jealous of Daniel’s quick rise to fame and leadership in the new Persian empire.   
Jealously rears its ugly head. In my life, I’ve noticed that most people are ok with you doing better, unless you are doing better than them…then jealousy creeps into the picture.

Jealousy is an evil dart pointed at another person because of Envy. You want what the other person has.   (Never make comparisons of your life…be your own unique person!)
It’s kind of silly to think that tearing someone else down in jealousy will somehow build you up.   (That is not how it works.)

In fact, “Anger, resentment and jealousy doesn't change the heart of others-- it only changes yours for the worse.”
Also, “holding jealously and resentment towards another is like drinking a poison and waiting for the other person to die.”
Daniel 6:4 They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.” 

The only possibility they could maybe find something bad about Daniel, was if they found something to do with the laws of his God.  
Interesting:  Wasn’t this the basis of the trials of Jesus, who was perfect in every way.  They went after Jesus for going against the law of his God.  (Healing on the sabbath, forgiving people who by Jewish law should be punished, performing miracles on the sabbath, and picking grain to eat on the sabbath.)   By accepting the title of King of the Jews as Jesus rode in on a donkey into Jerusalem, he was suddenly a threat to the Roman empire…which eventually was part of the cause of his death by crucifixion.
Daniel was a good man & leader. They could find no fault with him.  

The Evil Set up and Trap

Daniel 6:6   6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 
There are a lot of people who want to take Daniel down:  The administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors.  These are the villains of this story.  Metaphorically, they are the wicked witch of the West, the Darth Vader, the Joker, and the Cruella De Vil of this story. 

No Compromise:  Remember Daniel is known as a person of No Compromise.  Especially in regard to his faith. They knew this about Daniel and were going to use it against him to set a trap. 

What are you willing to compromise in regard to your faith?  

We know God’s high standards for holy and righteous living. The bar is set high as we are to be perfect as Jesus is perfect. 

Do we sometimes compromise our faith with the following? 

1. A little white lie is ok occasionally; as long as it does not hurt anyone.  

2. Its ok to gossip; as long as the story is true. 
3. It’s alight to have one more drink, and perhaps another leading to becoming drunk. 

4. Everybody is doing it…so it must be ok. 

5. Who will ever know if this extra earned money does not get seen on my taxes?
Living a life of No Compromise is not an easy task.  It’s about living a life of faith, courage and obedience to God.  

Daniel 6:8  8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.
This was the set up…so that the law could not be repealed…no matter what the circumstance.   No matter how much King Darius liked Daniel and his leadership skills. 

Daniel 6:10  10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 
Key to the Christian Life:  Prayer:  As noted in verse 10, when Daniel heard about the decree pointed at him…he immediately went to pray.   

1. Daniel did not go to King Darius and cry out “Foul.”

2. Daniel did not rally up others to side with him.
3. Daniel did not use his high position to get things changed. 

4. Daniel did not run away from the problem, or resign from his leadership position.   

5. Daniel simply began praying and giving thanks to God. 
There is a tremendous lesson in here for us.   Prayer should be out first step in times of trouble. 

Prayer First…Action Second!  That should be our life-long Motto!!!
One of my favorite verses in the Bible talks about the importance of prayer before action.   Solomon is so wise with his words in Psalm 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who labor, labor in vain.”
In other words…Prayer always comes first…then Christian action. Never the other way around.  
Action before prayer is not asking for God’s help or God’s power in your situation.   

Prayer before action is asking for both God’s Help and God’s Power to be involved with the request!
Psalm 46:1 tells us: “God is an ever-present help in times of trouble.”
How many of you have found that to be true in your lives?    I have:  

I cannot tell you how many times I have counseled congregation members, who have told me that God answered their prayers in their hour of desperation.  

1. They prayed when they had a sickness that would not go away, or upcoming surgeries and were healed.

2.  They prayed when a wayward child needed to come home…and they eventually came home. 

3. They prayed that God would help them overcome an addiction…and with God’s help and the help of others in their life, they overcame their addiction. 

4. Other examples. 
Daniel 6:11-12  11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
No one likes a Tattle Tale!  Their motive stands clear:  They just want Daniel out because of hate, jealously and perhaps they wanted his position as a leader and needed to find a way to push Daniel out. Not only do they want him out…they want him dead.  Dead by being killed and eaten by hungry lions.   Simply for praying to their God, rather than praying to the false god, who is the king of Persia, (King Darius.)
During WWII, 7 million Jews were eliminated across Europe, simply for being Jews and living out their faith.  80 years ago.  May we as a global community never allow that to happen again.  
Over the past 20 years Innocent Muslims and Christians have been killed by extremist Muslim Isis fighters, because they disagreed with their view of the Christian or Muslim faith. Among the thousands of Christians killed were Syrian Christians and the Coptic Christians, simply for living out their Christian faith.  
Public Prayer: Our American Culture is Changing in regard to public prayer.  Today the privilege and freedom to pray in certain public places across America is being challenged by secularist, who out of fairness to all, specifically for the small percentage of atheist who are offended by prayer to God, are challenging the ability to openly pray in public places. 

(Verse 12) The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
Once a law or command has been given by the king…it cannot be revoked, even by the King himself. (Evidently they believed that No One was above the law.  Even the king who made the law. 
Daniel 6:13-14  13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.
Powerful King Darius knew he was going to lose a valuable asset in Daniel’s leadership if he had to have him killed.  It appeared as if he was going to try everything he could to stop this, but his own laws stopped him from rescuing Daniel. 
Daniel 6:15 15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.”
Their evil trap and plan was sealed and full proof.  They had both Daniel and King Darius stuck in a way that could not be challenged or changed.   One way or another, 82 year old Daniel, was going to be thrown into the Lions den and eaten alive. 

Animals get very hungry, especially if you have not fed them in a while. (Especially lions.)
My dog Maggie is all about food. My dog Maggie is a mix breed of Lab, boxer and pit.  Basically, she is a fun loving and happy go lucky mutt, that has become one of the most loving dogs our family has ever had. 

Maggie’s stomach guides her more than anything.  She is forever looking for scraps to eat from the table.  If I am cooking, Maggie follows me around in the kitchen, hoping that something I am cutting for supper will fall to the floor.  If I just walk into the kitchen, all of a sudden Maggie shows up behind me.   She is always hungry. Her hearing is so good, I could drop a marshmallow into her metal food dish in the kitchen and she could hear it all the way upstairs and come running down to see what fell into her food dish.  It’s amazing!

I would assume Lion’s are also always hungry and looking for an opportunity to eat.  I would also assume that the Persians would stop feeding the caged lions a few days before a person was thrown into the lion’s den, to hasten death and make the attack more fierce and entertaining for those who were watching the spectacle. 
I would assume this was high sport for entertaining at the time. 

Daniel 6: 16 “16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”
The order was given, and Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den, just as the law ordered.  
Interesting that King Darius said to Daniel before being placed into the lion’s den, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”

Perhaps King Darius was looking for a miracle for his friend Daniel.


Daniel 6:17   17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.
Interesting what a guilty conscience will do to a person. 
Have you ever had a guilty conscience?  

A guilty conscience can affect your health, your mental status and your relationship with God and people!

Everyone experiences guilt at one time or another during their life. Guilt is a feeling of responsibility for something bad or wrong.  Guilt has various sources. For example, it may come from thinking that you have done something wrong, caused someone harm or did nothing when you should have acted.
Guilt can also come from a sense that you have succeeded when others have failed, as in the case of survivor's guilt. Guilt is not always a bad thing, since it often promotes remorse, changes in future behavior, and feelings of empathy. At the same time, however, guilt can become a problem when it is unproductive and does not help change behavior, but instead causes a guilt-and-shame cycle.
God wants you to be free from the pain of guilt.  Please let it go and if necessary, restore the relationship that may be broken.   Forgive where forgiveness needs to take place. And Love where loving a hurting person needs to take place. 
Daniel 6:19-23  19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”

21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”

23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.
God has rescued, and honored Daniel in the lion’s den.  Why…because of faithfulness. 

Deuteronomy 7:9 “Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God  who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.”

When we are faithful to God, the Lord in return will be faithful to us.  
Proverbs 18:20 says, “A faithful man will abound with blessings.”
Examples: Long Life, An Abundant Life. A purpose driven life!

Genesis 12:1-3 by giving a life of riches, fruitfulness or plenty. 

Acts 3:25-26 Turning us away from evil. 

Romans 4:7-8 Saving us from our sins. 

Spiritual Blessings, Marriage Blessings, Family blessings.
Daniel 6:24 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.
Just as there are blessings for the faithful…there are also punishments for those who are evil. The Bible says in Hebrews 9:27, “It is appointed unto man once to die, then the judgment.”
Daniel 6:28  “28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.”
Three important lessons from Daniel & The Lion’s Den. 

1. Our life is the only Jesus some people will ever see!   Even King Darius who thought he was a god, recognized that the God of Daniel was real.  Daniel 6:26 says, “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end”   God will use your Christian witness in the world to illustrate Jesus living and alive in the world.    
2. God blesses those who are faithful to the Christian life. The story of Daniel in the lion's den teaches us about the promises and faithfulness of God, even if we feel like everything has been lost.  
a. The chips were certainly down for Daniel, as he was thrown into the lion’s den. Perhaps he had thought God was calling him home into heaven? Perhaps there have been times in your life when it appeared the chips were down and yet God still came through to rescue you.  
b. Please also know that being faithful is NOT a guarantee that you are going to live a rose filled perfect life.  There will be trials and tribulations in this life.  Remember the only two people in the Bible where only good things were said about them were Joseph and Daniel, yet they had trials and tribulations in their life as followers of God.  Remember also Job was a very good man, yet he struggled with much loss.   
The psalmist tells us, “As for God, His way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30). If God’s ways are “perfect,” then we can trust that whatever He does—and whatever He allows—is also perfect. This may not seem possible to us, but our minds are not God’s mind. It is true that we can’t expect to understand His mind perfectly, as He reminds us in Isaiah 55:8-9. Nevertheless, our responsibility to God is to obey the Lord, to trust in God, and to submit to the Lord’s will and believe that whatever God ordains will be for our benefit and the Lord’s glory (Romans 8:28). In Daniel’s case, “no wound was found on him as he came out of the lion’s den, because he had trusted his God” (Daniel 6:23). Joseph, too, understood that sometimes evil men plan things for evil, but God means them for good (Genesis 50:20). 
 
3. In God’s hands, evil most often ends badly in the end. The story ends badly for Daniel’s accusers, just as it will for those who accuse and persecute Christians today. King Darius, on the other hand, recognized the power of the God of Daniel, turned to Him in faith, and commanded the people of his kingdom to worship Him (Daniel 6:25-27). 
Through the witness of Daniel, his faith, and the faithfulness and power of God, an entire nation came to know and reverence the Lord. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.”
Let’s not forget that King Darius helped the Jewish exiles rebuild the temple in Jerusalem when they returned home.  Perhaps his change of heart for the living God of Daniel, may have made a difference.   

In Closing: Non-Christians don’t look at our faith as much as they look at our conduct.   Your life may be the only Bible some people will ever see, so in closing I ask that we live our lives with the following guidelines. 
1. First Commandment: Love the Lord your God will all your heart, mind, soul, and strength. 
2. Second Commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
3. Third life rule: Do no harm. Always Do Good and Stay in Love with God. (John Wesley’s Three Rules)
Prayer: 
Words of Wisdom: Your life is the only Bible that some people are gonna see.  Even if you’re not aware, you’re always planting seeds.  The people of the world have got their eyes on you.  To see if what you say is what you do. 

Benediction:  May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
