La Porte Sermon: Prophets of the Old Testament. (Joel) # 7

By Pastor Bob Vale

Sermon Quote: Don’t dream your life…Live your Dream. 

Liturgy: Based upon Psalm 1
Leader: Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful. 
Congregation: But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 

Leader: He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 

Congregation: The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives away. 

Leader: Therefore, the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

Congregation: For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish.
Scripture Lesson:  Joel 2:28, "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions."
Rose Mary Dure and Mary Kay Steele will choose the songs for the worship services. 

Author: The Book of Joel states that its author was the Prophet Joel (Joel 1:1).

Date of Writing: The Book of Joel was likely written between 835 and 800 B.C. (Contemporary with the prophets Hosea, Amos and Jonah)

Brief Summary: A terrible plague of locusts is followed by a severe famine throughout the land. Joel uses these happenings as the catalyst to send words of warning to Judah. Unless the people repent quickly and completely, enemy armies will devour the land as did the natural elements. Joel appeals to all the people and the priests of the land to fast and humble themselves as they seek God's forgiveness. If they will respond, there will be renewed material and spiritual blessings for the nation. But the Day of the Lord is coming. At this time the dreaded locusts will seem as gnats in comparison, as all nations receive His judgment. 

Key Verses:  Joel 1:4, "What the locust swarm has left the great locusts have eaten; what the great locusts have left the young locusts have eaten; what the young locusts have left other locusts have eaten."

Joel 2:28, "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions."
The prophet Joel predicted that people would receive visions and dreams through the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

I had a dream once that I could fly.   It was the most unusual dream.  No one else could fly, but I could.  I was able to leap tall buildings with a single bound and soar with the eagles. When I woke up from my dream, gravity still had a firm hold of me.  Have any of you ever had a dream where you had supernatural powers?   I’ve also had dreams where I was driving down the road and I could not move my foot to press the break to stop the car.   That was scary!   

Dreams are both odd and mysterious!

In all my years of higher education, never once did I have the opportunity to sign up for a class called, Dreams 101 or Dreamology.   We just don’t know much about our dreams.  

However, it is important to note: that we spend basically one third of our life sleeping; and part of our sleeping hours are spent dreaming. 

 Have any of you ever had dreams that you thought were real?

All of us have had dreams in our lives that depicted life so real, we wondered if they were real. 
You wake up drowsy eyed, wander into the kitchen and sit down with a cup of coffee. Slowly the images return, flashing through your mind in fleeting sequence. It’s like you were there. You can still feel the emotion, stirring and lingering like the taste of last evening’s meal. Strangely coherent, they seem to shed light on your thoughts from the day before.

But was it God? Was God trying to speak to us or give us a message?
We know that everybody dreams – usually for 1-2 hours every night. Psychologists tell us we dream to process the events of the day – it’s our brain’s natural healing mechanisms doing some ‘house-cleaning’ – in the same way that sleep allows for restoration of our physical body.

But we also know that God speaks in dreams and that he’s been doing so throughout history. 

Have you ever had a dream that was terrible and something very bad was happening to you in your dream and then you woke up and you were so thankful that is was only a dream and not real life? (Those dreams usually involve me getting arrested, falling off of a cliff or attacked by a wild animal.)
I know this may sound odd to you and most of you only have dreams with pretty flowers floating in the air, small forest animals dancing in the background with happy music, and huge money trees growing in your back yard that you rake into bushel baskets every day.   

I wish I had more of those types of dreams! 
Have you ever had a dream that something good or great was happening to you and then you suddenly woke up and wanted to go back to sleep to finish the dream or enjoy the good fortune of the dream?

Have you ever had a dream, where you were sure God was speaking to you about a future point in time in your life?  Perhaps you felt the Lord was sending you a message or a direction for your life?

I cannot tell you how many times people at the churches I have served have asked me, “Does God speak to us in our dreams?”   I answer that question with an “Absolutely” God does. (However, it is very rare.)     I also don’t know if God is speaking to you in your dream.   That is something you will have to search out and determine.  
Today we want to look at how to properly answer that question: Does and can God speak to me in my dreams or visions. 
Stop and think about some of the people in the bible who God has spoken to and given messages through dreams. 

Joseph in Egypt.  Joseph was both a dreamer and an interpreter of several different famous dreams.   Remember Joseph’s dream of the grain and stars bowing down to him and how his brothers hated him for that dream.  Remember Joseph’s dream of the king’s cup bearer and the baker, one died and one lives.  Remember Joseph’s interpreting Pharaoh’s dream about the seven fat cows and the seven starving cows and how it interpreted to explain Egypt’s future years of plenty and the seven years of famine. 

Jacob sees angels ascending and descending on a ladder from heaven to earth in a dream. 

Daniel was an interpreter of several dreams.  One involving four beast.  A Lion, a Bear, a Leopard, and a ten horned creature.  
Joseph the father of Jesus was given a dream that he was not the biological father of Jesus by an Angel in a dream. Joseph was also told in a dream to take Mary & Jesus to Egypt to get away from king Herod. 
The Wise men from the east were told not to go back to see King Herod, but to go home a different direction through a dream. 

Joel our prophet today was a dreamer and told us that many of us today would be given dreams and visions. 
King Solomon had a dream where God told him he would grant him one wish of anything he wanted.   Wise Solomon asked for Wisdom.   God gave it to him in a big way!
Isaiah had visions that one day our weapons of war would be turned into farming plowshares and pruning shears. 
Pontius Pilots wife had a dream asking her husband not to have anything to do with Jesus at his trials. Because she knows he is an innocent man.  
The disciple and apostle John on the Island of Patmos: The last book of the Bible (Revelation) was almost entirely a dream / vision from God to the apostle John. Telling John of future events for the world and the future of humanity. 
If God spoke to all these folks and more from the Bible, certainly God is able to speak to us today through dreams and visions.  Remember that Joel reminds us that God will continue to speak to us in dreams and visions.  
So, the question today might be:  How do I know if my unique dream is from God or just a weird dream in the night?
Here is a list of things that have come to pass in our culture because of dreams. 

The invention of a sewing machine came from a dream. 

Genius and Mathematician Einstein’s theory of Relativity came from a dream. 

The understanding of DNA strand came from a dream. 

The internet search engine sensation, Google, came from a dream. 

Paul McCartney from the Beatles wrote the song, Yesterday, which came from a dream.  

Many of the poetic works of Edgar Allen Poe, came from dreams. 

Many of Salvador Dali’s paintings are said to be visions he received from dreams.  The paintings that came from dreams were called, “Hand Painted Dream Photographs.”

Stephen Kings book and movie Dreamcatcher came from a dream. 

It’s important first of all to understand that not every dream comes from God – in the same way that not every waking thought is from the Lord. Most of the dreams we have are natural dreams – they are the activity of our unconscious minds while we are asleep. They may be interesting to take note of, and occasionally helpful in understanding ourselves, but they are not always the voice of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus Dreams to Muslims:  Did you know that Muslims around the world are having God dreams?  These dreams involve Jesus appearing in their dreams and talks to them about their soul.  Sometimes the dreams are just words from the Bible and they want to know more.  These Dreams from Jesus are dangerous for the Muslim, because in some Muslim countries, to convert to Christianity is punishable by death.

Some Muslims who are receiving these dreams become undercover Christians, and are living the Christian life in secret.  

It is amazing how God is working through dreams to bring salvation to people in Muslim countries. 

It is through the wonders of the internet and the work of a Missionary couple right here in La Porte, who are ministering and sharing Christ on the other side of the world.  People are actually coming to know the Lord through Dreams about Jesus and a follow up with Scott and Ria Carpenter, who connect them through a Christian who lives in that part of their world.  It is an amazing evangelism ministry in our own back yard.  

So how do we know if a dream is from God?
Joel 2:28, "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions."
First let me say there is no accurate science or even a scripture reference pathway explaining if your dreams are from God or even how to interpret your dreams.   You simply have to follow your spirit to connect with the Holy Spirit to discern if it is from God or not.  Faith is the key here!  
However, Biblical evidence tells us that dreams are used by God to speak to people who are listening.   
Today we are definitely swimming deep into the water of spiritual things.  But I believe that is good.  
1. Be a Listener of visions and dreams God may have for you.   Be open to spiritual messages from God.  If you are closed to them or turned off to spiritual expressions from God…then you will never hear a message from God.   You must be a listener to the voice of God.  If you are open…God will speak to you.   Are you listening?

a. Realize that God is speaking to us in several different ways and not just through dreams. 
b. (Prayer, meditation, listening to God’s voice in our thoughts, through other Christians in our lives, through sermons, bible studies reading your bible.) 

c. Dreams are just one of many different ways, God communicates to His people. 

2. Share Your Dream:  Don’t share your dream with everyone, but I believe it is important to share and confirm your dreams with another person, who is also strong spiritually to pray and seek wisdom about the dream and your future.  Allow them to also discern if your dream is from God or not.  
3. A God Dream must be consistent with the nature of God and the principles of the Bible: 

a. Is the dream consistent with the principles of the Bible and character of God?
b.  Would God ask you in a dream to hurt someone or break the law?  No.  
c. The message of a God-dream will always reflect God’s nature and heart as revealed in the scriptures.  
If you have a dream and feel that perhaps God gave it to you, prayerfully examine the Word of God and make sure your dream is in agreement with Scripture. If it is, prayerfully consider what God would have you do in response to your dream (James 1:5). “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”
So where do we go with this dream and interpretation stuff.   
If you want to talk directly to God and receive messages from the Lord, DON’T WAIT FOR A DREAM TO COME TO YOU!!!

1. Start Praying…the best way to talk to God and for the Lord to talk back to you is through regular prayer. 
2. Start Reading your Bible…This is God’s letter of love to us and the Lords revelation to all of humanity. 
3. Start getting involved with ministry through serving.   Getting our hands dirty in ministry opens up the soul to be used by God.  
4. Get involved with a Bible Study or fellowship group to share and deepen your faith.   Engaging your faith with other Christians will allow God to speak to you through other believers. 
In closing let me say this about dreams.   In my years of ministry, I have found that those who accomplish the most in life are typically those who dream the most.   
One of the greatest words spoken at a eulogy in our recent history were the words of Senator Ted Kennedy about the death of his brother and President, John F. Kennedy.  Here is what he said. 
My brother need not be idealized, or enlarged in death beyond what he was in life; to be remembered simply as a good and decent man, who saw wrong and tried to right it, saw suffering and tried to heal it, saw war and tried to stop it. Those of us who loved him and who take him to his rest today, pray that what he was to us and what he wished for others will someday come to pass for all the world. As he said many times, in many parts of this nation, to those he touched and who sought to touch him: "Some men see things as they are and say why. I dream things that never were and say why not."
What a gift to be able to see things in the world that need to be fixed and to fulfill a dream to make the world a better place. 

Let’s pray. Lord, speak to us through dreams that change the world.  Speak to us in a still small voice that touches our soul.  Speak to us as we read the scripture and new meaning jumps into our heart for holy living.  Speak to us through the goodness of a Christian friend who lights the way of hope and peace. Speak to us through the beauty of your creation, to reveal your presence in the world. Lord, we are listening.  Amen. 
 Words of Wisdom: “A Life lived for others is a life well lived.” 
Benediction:  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all until we meet again. Amen. 
